
 

  

ñYear of Learningò 

The Messenger ~ July & August 2010 
Our Saviorõs Lutheran Church and School  Ƌ San Clemente, California 

òInspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serveó 

On May 2nd  I began my new adventure as the 'fill-in' pastor for your own Pastor Jeff who has been on 

sabbatical leave.  I was so pleased that this congregation would grant your pastor such a leave. Not only does 

this provide him with a wonderful time of refreshment, but it will benefit you many times over when he 

returns, refreshed and renewed and ready to move forward with you in mission and ministry. 

 

It was the first of many trips on the freeway between San Marcos and San Clemente that took me from my 

house to this church.  It's a beautiful drive but one day I asked Gay where people live in San Clemente.  She 

suggested that I do some exploring and venture off the freeway to see what was on either side of this freeway.  

About two weeks ago I ventured off the freeway and took an exit to the left that led me to the ocean.  It is 

always exciting and stimulating to be at the edge of the vast expanse of water that covers so many mysteries.  

Another day, I took an exit to the right and discovered the beauty of the open land that was undeveloped and I 

was amazed at the vastness of the open country!  And then I remembered reading a reflection written by 

Gerhard Frost, who was one of my seminary professors.  In his book entitled 'Seasons of a Lifetime' he wrote a 

piece entitled 'Alive Again' and it described how I have felt during this time that I have spent with you for the 

past couple of months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for this opportunity to be 'Alive Again'.  It's been great!  Pastor Mark 

 
  

    

 

 

A Message from Pastor Mark 

Today I left the freeway 
to meander and explore, 
experience the winding side roads, 
and I'm a person again. 
 
On the freeways of the mind 
generalizations hurry by, 
and amid stampeding statistics, 
person starves for person. 
Crowding, nudging, jostling, 
there's little touching 
and not much meeting there. 
 
I thank God for freeways___ 
my world is bigger now____  
but I'll not do my living there. 
Solitude demands friendship, 
lest it turns to loneliness 
and make one callous 
to man's inhumanity to man. 
 
Now I treasure the 'asides,' 
the little country roads 
where I slow down 
and let the other person in. 
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July & August Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

Darya Levesque  7-1 

Diego Gabira   7-2 

Claudette Miller  7-3 

Michael Schmall  7-5 

Darcy Hall-Scott  7-6 

Nanette Jensen  7-6 

Kate Parks   7-6 

Charles Ramm   7-6 

Ron LaClair   7-7 

Thomas Calvert  7-8 

Bob Cooper   7-10 

Roland Horner   7-10 

Christian Murphy  7-10 

Charlotte Erwin  7-11 

Ellie Moffatt   7-12 

Paxton Taylor   7-12 

Sue Wilcox   7-13 

Lana Lundgren  7-14 

Margo Macatee  7-14 

Matthew Schmitt  7-15 

Jack Lorimer   7-17 

Ron Cadler   7-18 

Delaney McClure  7-18 

Herb Niermann  7-19 

Kirsten Pert   7-19 

Wyatt Davies   7-20 

Nicholas Cardoso  7-21 

Colby Wright   7-22 

Amede Hanson  7-21 

Colby Wright   7-22 

Faith Stewart   7-23 

Tessa Clinebell  7-25 

Shannon Hansen  7-25 

Michael Reavis  7-25 

Tom McKeown  7-28 

Mariah Schwan  7-28 

Benjamin Cooper  7-29 

John Macatee   7-29 

Judi Phillips   7-30 

Anela Breshears  7-31 

           ~ July Birthdays ~ ~ July Anniversaries ~ 

Bruce & Joyce Quade  7-1 

Tom & Gloria Densham 7-3 

Steve & Christy Karsten 7-15 

Herb & Cynthia Niermann 7-19 

John & Kirsten Pert  7-22 

Bob & Darya Levesque 7-24 

Dave & Nancy McKee 7-24 

Hector & Carrie Reyes 7-24 

Brian & Kelly Howie  7-25 

Joe & Nancy Llamas  7-25 

Pat & Diana Hamil  7-26 

Jay & Charla Rayl  7-28 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

July & August 

8:30am Praise & Celebration 

10:00am Inspirational 

Mike Campbell  8-2 

Maya Howie   8-2 

Pierce Martin   8-2 

Katie Fitzhugh   8-5 

Marlene Voigt   8-5 

Christie Kalagian  8-6 

Carly Hoffmeister  8-7 

Gloria Densham  8-8 

Paige Hanson   8-8 

Lily Wakeman   8-8 

Avery Vainoris  8-8 

J.D. Aasland   8-9 

Mahtty Kowalik  8-11 

Rhonda Parks   8-12 

Brian Howie   8-14 

Janey Kelly   8-14 

Greg Gardner   8-16 

Carl Groos   8-16 

Steve Stewart   8-18 

Dennis Works   8-18 

Joe Llamas   8-19 

Dorrie Brent   8-20 

Joelie Buchan   8-20 

Rennie Karsten  8-20 

Taylor Hornsby  8-21 

Karly Kelly   8-21 

Pat Kelly   8-21 

Eric Schwan   8-24 

Dick Hoye   8-25 

Sam Olmstead   8-25 

Scott Plail   8-25 

Tanner Wright   8-25 

Cindy Horner   8-27 

Jake Campbell   8-29 

Eric Groos   8-29 

           ~ August Birthdays ~ 

~ August Anniversaries ~ 

Gregg & Laura Horvath 8-1 

Jack & Ruth Martin  8-2 

Bradley & Laurie Schmall 8-8 

Tom &  Joan Cooper  8-12 

Allen & Oma Riebau  8-17 

Carl & Vilma Groos  8-18 

Michael & Deanna Hansen 8-18 

Ron & Rena Schmiedeke 8-25 

Chad & Trace Wilcox  8-25 

Steve & Terrie Ayers  8-30 

Check out Pastor Jeffôs blog @ 

http://sanclementelutheran.blogspot.com/ 

http://sanclementelutheran.blogspot.com/
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Generous God, 

      I give thanks to you for the gifts you have given 

me -my life, my family, my friends - time, talents, 

and material possessions.  All that I have comes from 

you.  Help me to remember this and rejoice in your 

goodness. 

     Walk with me, my God.  Help me on my spiritual 

journey, so that I may constantly renew my 

relationship with you and all the good people in our 

parish and throughout Long Island. 

     Renew in me your Spirit.  Give me the strength 

and courage to become a better follower of Jesus, to 

be a disciple.  Help me hear the call to ñCome, 

Follow Me.ò 

     I give glory to you, my God, as I make 

stewardship a way of life. 

 Amen. 

ATCH A  CLIP FROM LESSON  

What is Stewardship? 
ñFollow Me,ò Jesus simply but powerfully 

commanded of the Apostles and they did. That call is 

made to us as well on this day and in this time. How 

do we follow Jesus? We try to live our lives as he did 

ï the example of the perfect steward. Stewardship is 

discipleship.  It is the care and use of all that we have 

been given by God and is often explained in terms of 

talent, treasure and time. Why? Because 

communication requires that a message is sent and 

received and explaining stewardship in simple terms 

is more effective. Here is a way to look at these 

aspects of stewardship. 

 

Talent 
We are all blessed with so many talents and yet we 

may not know they exist. Talents are found in your 

personality, your interests and in your skills. Those 

who love interacting with people, love to talk and 

love to be with groups have incredible talents to 

assist with evangelization. Those who are skilled in 

trades or have professional abilities are gifted with 

talents that can support not only a church, but also 

charitable works throughout the community. Your 

skills and knowledge can be put to curing many ills 

in our society. Your use of talent for the work of God 

is one of the most personally fulfilling opportunities  

Stewardship cont. on page 4 

 

 

 

 
 

The Perfect Summer 
 

Ah.  Summer at Last, the season of repast.   Wide 

sandy beaches, rolling turquoise surf, soft summer 

winds, long bright days, which seem to stretch 

human existence from dawn to dusk in years and 

days much longer, are upon us.  Neighbors and 

barbecues, baseball games and Fourth of July, they 

are all here.  Perfect.   So much so, that 

imperfections and troubles take a second place to 

enjoyment, or the expectation thereof, and 

frustratingly insulting to those for whom a good life 

is out of reach.  ñIn season and out of seasonò, words 

from St. Paul to Timothy (2Tim 4:2), or as one Bible 

translation renders it ñ Be ready to spread the word 

whether or not the time is right.ò 

 

Summer is a right time, whether or not the time is 

right for some people in some circumstances.  Speak 

out anyway.  The good news of personal 

encouragement; shared joys of unexpected blessing; 

the kind heart; the forgiving smile; the helping hand; 

the reaching spirit.  Luther would have described it 

as being a Christ to your neighbor, and works 

radiating from your heart pointing back to the great 

sacrifice of the cross, loving our world and our 

neighbor because God first loved us. You can do a 

lot of saving witness by your attitude and acts, but 

donôt leave out the words.   Words help interpret it to 

your neighbor. In season and out, whether the time is 

right or not.  It is the  perfect time even as the life we 

lead is not a life of perfection, as Martin Luther also 

wrote: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Herb Niermann, Evangelism Ministry 

ñThis life therefore is not righteousness, 

 but growth in righteousness, 

 not health, but healing, 

 not being but becoming, 

 not rest but exercise. 

We are not yet what we shall be, 

 but we are growing toward it; 

The process is not yet finished, but it is going on; 

This is not the end, 

 but it is the road. 

All does not yet gleam in glory, 

 but all is being purified." 
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Stewardship cont. from page 3 

have 8 hours for ñother things." At rest, we sleep or 

at least try, so that we may regain strength for our 

next day. Sleep is essential in considering the body 

as a temple. In addition to sleep, doing what we can 

to keep our bodies healthy and strong helps us lead 

productive lives on behalf of God. At work, our 

professions should help develop a better world ï in 

some way ï while how we work should better us 

personally in many ways. Your interaction with 

colleagues, customers, employees, employers and 

others should be conducted in the spirit of the second 

of Godôs great commandments ñlove thy neighbor as 

we love ourselves.ò This includes the often stressful 

drive to and from work! Our last eight hours of the 

day are filled with so much at home or with friends 

and neighbors. Family responsibility is so important 

and a major part of our faith formation. Both at 

church and at home, we are responsible for handing 

on the faith to future generations. How we interact 

with people in front of children teaches valuable 

lessons on how to live. Our participation at church 

and in ministries prepares a roadmap for ourselves 

and those with whom we have influence on how to 

lead a Christ-centered life.  

 

Time is fleeting. Make the most of yours by using all 

of your gifts to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 

 

Have a great summer! ! ! ! 

 

Todd Tunby, Stewardship Chairman 

of your lifetime. Payment in a smile, in relief of 

suffering or in lending a hand to someone in 

desperate need is greater than any material payment 

you will ever receive. 

 

Treasure 
Treasure is a gift and also a burden. We become 

consumed with material goods. Yet, life can be lived 

very simply if we choose. It is not wrong to enjoy 

many of the amazing luxuries life has to offer. 

However, justice requires us to consider the needs of 

others as we enjoy the gifts we have been given. To 

some, food and housing has become a luxury they 

are unable to obtain. Our use of treasure to support 

the charitable works of the church helps to bring 

justice and equity to the world. Charity is not a tax. It 

should be given freely because we understand and 

believe in the end result of our giving of financial 

support to any ministry. Treasure is measured not 

only in what we give to the church but also in what 

we provide to other charitable efforts in our 

community. The biblical tithe or 10% for Godôs 

work includes all of your charitable giving. In light 

of this, many people are very generous and should 

feel good about what they do.  

 

What should you give? There is no one answer, but 

we should all give according to what we have been 

given. Rather than gifts of equal size, gifts should be 

based on equal sacrifice. For example, those who 

earn minimum wage will find it difficult to provide 

even basic living needs for themselves and for their 

family. This financial responsibility is a priority but 

it may still be possible to be a good steward in terms 

of time and talent. For many others, it is very 

possible to make a financial gift. A gift that is truly a 

sacrifice is a gift out of our need, not just our excess. 

Only you and God know what is fair but one way to 

know when you are making the right gift is when 

you stop making excuses for its size and stop trying 

to rationalize why it is enough. 

 

Time 
The gift of time is just that ï a gift. None of us know 

exactly how much time we have been granted on this 

earth. In the time that we have, we are asked to use 

that time effectively by continuing the mission of 

Jesus Christ throughout our days. Each day has 24 

hours and consists of time at work, time at rest and 

time with family and friends. We sleep about 8 hours 

a day on average, work about 8 hours and therefore  

Buildings & Grounds 

Summer Schedule 
 

There are a few projects going on during the 

summer on the school grounds and buildings. 

Painting and repair. Fortunately, there are not any 

large projects planned this summer. However if you 

would like to come volunteer and help with 

gardening and weeding, please feel free to call me at 

home, Christy Karsten 240-9475 Buildings and 

Grounds. 
 

A huge shout out to Wilson Olbrich for helping 

weed whack the hill before school got out, and a 

thank you to Nathan Tully for maintaining the slope 

with the weed whacker. Thanks so much!!! 
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"There are two kinds of music -- good music, and the 

other kind."   Duke Ellington (1899 - 1974) 

 

I was surfing the web, trying to find inspiration for 

this newsletter article, when I found this quote from 

Duke Ellington, the famous bandleader from the 

1940ôs.  It brought a smile to my face and made me 

thinké. 

 

In my 30+ years of being Director of Music at Our 

Saviors, I have had many, MANY, M-A-N-Y 

comments from worshippers about music selections.  

It has always been interesting to me that after a 

worship service, I can have two people walk up to 

me with their comments -  
 

Worshipper #1 ï ñWho picked that last song?  

It hurt my ears.  I hope we never do that one 

again!ò 
 

Worshipper #2 ï ñI LOVED that last song!  I 

felt like I could really sing it out and it sent 

me out of worship with a great feeling.ò 
 

If I stand on the patio long enough to have a 2nd (or 

3rd) cup of coffee, I might get a 3rd or 4th person 

commenting on the music.  Their opinions might be 

different yet. 

 

My point is ï all music is good to someone.  The 

music that we experience in worship is a gift from 

God and is offered in worship as a gift to God.  Our 

music ministry offers a variety of styles of music 

provided by a wonderfully diverse group of 

musicians with wonderfully diverse musical gifts. 

 

We are extremely fortunate to have so many willing 

musical servants who commit to sharing their gifts 

each week.  Please make an effort this summer to say 

ñThank Youò to those who provide music in our 

worship ï whether they sing your preferred music or 

ñthe other kind.ò 

 

In His Service, 

Karen Skipper 

Director of Music 

 

 
 

 

 

July & August 2010 ~ Music Notes  

Happy New Year! 
 
I know what youôre thinking . . . Itôs July ï not 

December.  As our church and school programming 

winds down for the summer it feels a bit like the end of 

the year . . . and . . . with the end of the year comes . . . 

the new year. 

 

I had the privilege of leading the final chapel for our 

school.  There was so much energy and excitement . . . 

happy times . . . even some sad times.  There is a 

feeling of joy when we see we have completed the race 

but also some sadness as . . .  our 5th graders are 

moving on and wonôt be with us in school next year.  

One thing that stuck strong in my heart was the 

Benediction I shared with the school.  ñAs you go, may 

you know that God goes above you to watch over you, 

in front of you to guide you, behind you to encourage 

you, beside you like a good friend and within you as 

He fills you with His love, peace and uncontainable 

joy!ò  That prayer shows ñWhat a Friend We Have in 

Jesusò and that He is an ñAwesome God!ò  Then I 

began thinking . . . if Jesus is that kind of friend to us ï 

always there for us, ready to help and support and 

encourage us . . . what kind of friend are we to Him and 

to each other?  Are we there for Him . . . ready to help, 

encourage and support or do we just call on Him when 

we need Him? 

 

It is my prayer that as we begin this new year, we can 

commit ourselves to being the kind of friend Jesus is to 

us, to Him and to others.  The new year holds new 

beginnings and new adventures.  Letôs not put aside 

what He wants us to do.  I think this may mean 

stretching out beyond our comfort zone . . . like He 

stretched out His arms on the cross for us.  Now is the 

time to be a friend . . . to help out . . . to be there.  Our 

Saviorôs tries to provide so many opportunities for you, 

our community.  Why not be a part of these 

opportunities.  It may be reading at a church service, 

being ushers, helping with the children/youth.  It may 

even be something you may not even realize youôre 

capable of doing until you try.  Pray for Godôs calling 

to you and then listen . . . and pray . . . and listen.  God 

will reveal His call to you, and you can be the friend 

that we all need, this summer and throughout the 

upcoming year. 
 

Peace!    

Mr. Bob 
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WHATôS HAPPENING AT OSLC 

 

Join our  

JOY Bible Study  

(Just Older Youth)  

the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 

9:30am in the 

Founderôs Room  

at OSLC.  
 

 

JOY Bible Study will not meet  

during July or August. 

For more information contact  

Gloria Densham at 493-7895 

JOY 

Bible 

Study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday ~ July 10 & August 14, 2010 

 7:00am - 8:30am   
 

Calling all mené.. You are invited to join 

us for a men's breakfast at OSLC.    RSVP:  

IainBuchan@cox.net  

Join the group for a Bike Ride 
 

July 17, 2010 

 August 21, 2010 

For more information contact 

Sharon Guilliams at  

(949) 842-6391 or email  

sguilliams@cox.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We come to lift your spirits, 

Our joyful bells to ring, 

In hopes that with our golden bells 

Weõll make you want to sing. 

 

Our ministry is ringing 

Itõs what we want to do. 

To provide love and inspiration, 

especially for you. 

 

We hope to bring you happiness, 

And fill you hearts with joy. 

We hope our music makes you smile, 

With songs you will enjoy. 

 

I shared this with the members of Jubilee Bells 
and they wanted me to share it with the 
congregation.  Thank -you for your kind words 
and encouragement that you have shared as 
the bell program grows.    
Sharon Guilliams  
 

Summer Bells 
 

If you are curious about ringing, come by 

Room 11 on any Thursday night from July 8th 

through September 2nd.  We will be having 

ñSummer Bellsò from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm.  

There is no long term commitment; you can 

come for one week or all summer.  The only 

requirement to ring bells is to have the desire 

to ring (being able to count to four is 

helpful).  If you have a child that has wanted 

to ring, but is too young, please contact me 

and we will see what we can work out. 

 
Questions, please contact me at sguilliams@cox.net   

949 498-2883 or 949 842-6391 

A Note from Jubilee Bells 

Bells of Happiness and Joy 

By  John Sanders 

 

Wednesday Activities at Our Saviorôs 

will resume September 2010 

mailto:IainBuchan@cox.net
mailto:sguilliams@cox.net

