
 

  

found they didnôt even have the 5 smooth stones 

that David needed long ago to slay the giant that 

taunted Godôs people.  Iôm sure he could tell stories 

of failure, disappointment and tragedy across the 

globe.  Those are the tales that we are used to 

hearing over and over again, until we too begin to 

succumb to the notion that death has the final word. 

And yet, Iôm willing to wager my 

autographed Jim Plunket Super Bowl MVP card that 

that isnôt the case.  My guess is that he would tell us 

of people like you and me who have heard the life 

giving message of Jesus Christ and who are 

standing in the midst of death on the side of life.  

People in Burundi, Cambodia, Angola, Ethiopia, 

Palestine, Jerusalem, India, Germany, Finland, 

Slovakia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, HaitiéFargo North 

Dakota, New Orleans Louisiana, and Fresno 

California.   These are the people for whom the 

living Christ compels them to move forward in love, 

to defy the powers of darkness and to witness to the 

God who comes not to be served but to serve. 

 Christ is Risen!  And we are called to rise 

with Christ in a world that still is so easily seduced 

by self interest and death.  But make no mistake, the 

final word belongs to God and the word is life!  

    

Peace!    

Pastor Jeff 

ñYear of Learningò 

The Messenger ~ April 2010 
Our Saviorõs Lutheran Church and School  Ƌ San Clemente, California 

òInspired to Love, Encouraged to Think, and Sent to Serveó 

The last enemy to be destroyed is death. ~ 1 Corinthians 15:26 

ñFor a brief time, while the crucified Jesus lay in 

a borrowed tomb, it seemed as if death had 

triumphed once again.  Threatened by a 

messenger of God's expansive, steadfast love, yet 

another human mob succumbed to death's 

seduction. They chose its brutal, silencing power 

and trusted its empty finality.  Death's murderous 

rebellion against the Creator of life seemed 

unstoppable. 

Until that Sunday morning dawned.  Mary, 

Joanna, Mary and the other women arrived at 

Jesus' tomb prepared for a body emptied of 

life.  Instead they discovered the grave emptied of 

its power and death itself buried in resurrection 

life.  Jesus Christ, the first fruits from the dead, 

lives!ò 

Above are the first two paragraphs of 

Bishop Mark Hansonôs Easter message to the 

church.  Bishop Hanson serves as the Presiding 

Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Americaéhe is by all accounts an extraordinary 

man.   He also serves as the President of the 

Lutheran World Federation which represents over 

70 Million Lutheran Christians throughout the 

world.   From Lutheran Christians in Gaza, 

Palestine to the Fjords of Norway to the 

expanding Lutheran congregations in Africa and 

Asia, it is his challenge to represent all of us, and 

our concerns to the world!  At the same time he 

serves as presiding Bishop for the ELCA here in 

North America and is obviously vested in the 

struggles, concerns and yearnings of those who 

live here in the ñNew World.ò  I wonder how he 

deals with the conflicts of interest between the 

concerns for the whole world, and the concerns of 

his own church and nation.   I wonder if he sees 

more death or more resurrection. 

My guess is that it could go either way.  

Iôm sure he could easily tell tale after tale of those 

who have faced death because of their faith.  Of 

those who have faced virtual ñGoliathsò and 
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Worship Hours 

8:00am ¶ 9:30am ¶ 11:00am  

Special Music at all services 

Childcare provided for all services 

(No Sunday School today)  



 

2 

"A sabbatical offers opportunity to get off the treadmill 

and provides an opportunity for renewal of vision and 

hope. It's more than just a chance to recharge your 

batteries for another year. It can be a life and soul-

changing time, a time when perspective and the Holy 

Spirit can come together." (Alban Institute) 

 

After a year of planning Pastor Jeffôs sabbatical is almost 

here.  Look for the article introducing Pastor Mark 

Knudson who will be our guest pastor while Pastor Jeff is 

away.   You may remember that OSLC did not receive the 

grant that would have allowed Pastor Jeff to pursue his 

ódreamô sabbatical, but with some ingenuity, good 

networking and help from others he has been able to piece 

together a good alternative plan. 

 

In May pastor will be heading off to Europe.  With an 

emphasis on art and worship, he will first visit London 

where he has been invited to spend the day with one of 

his favorite contemporary artists at his studio in Norfolk.  

The paintings of this artist have been used by Pastor Jeff 

in his worship power points.   Next will be a brief stay in 

Paris to not only take in the great Museums but also take 

a look at how the visual arts (stained glass etc..) have 

been used in some of the greatest churches and cathedrals 

of Europe. 

 

Next Pastor will travel to the small town of Gatersleben, 

Germany where the local parish has graciously granted 

him use of an apartment for three weeks.  Pastor will 

spend time in the parish there and will preach in 

Gatersleben (with an interpreter!  Er sprecht nur ein 

bisschen Deutsch!).   Gatersleben has a small train station 

which will connect him to many of the Luther sites 

including, Wittenberg, Erfurt, and Leipzig. Here he will 

be able to walk in the footsteps of Luther and see first 

hand the epicenter of the Reformation.  There will also be 

a chance to visit a church which has recently redone its 

stained glass in the contemporary style which will be an 

interesting study in how the modern visual media 

compares to the older churches and cathedrals. . 

 

In June pastor will concentrate on matters of worship, 

attending a regional conference in Albuquerque, NM, and 

expanding his conversations with other pastors as 

resources allow. 

 

During July there will be time set aside for family.   This 

will also include a look at natural images and 

photography as a visual means to enhance worship.  Of 

particular interest to Pastor Jeff is how nature 

photography can move beyond just setting the mood (a 

pretty sunset, or a couple walking on the beach) to 

proclaiming spiritual truths that connect with the Gospel.  

As resources allow Pastor Jeff will try his hand at trying 

to capture these óspiritual truthsô as he visits several of the 

national parks in the west. 

 

Please keep Pastor in your prayers as he prepares for his 

time of Sabbatical.   

Sabbatical Plans and Dreams... 

Meet Our Guest Pastor! 
 

(Pastor Mark will serve as our Guest Pastor during 

Pastor Jeffôs Sabbatical Leave.  Below youôll find a 

greeting from Pastor Mark who is currently spending 

time with his family in Olympia.  You may remember 

Pastor Molly Knutson-Keller, former campus Pastor at 

SDSU who has filled in for us in the past?  Pastor Mark is 

Mollyôs father!) 
  

 My wife Jan and I always think we're new to 

California.  But time flies when you're having fun because 

we realize that it's been twenty three years since we 

moved to California from Bemidji, Minnesota 

 We grew up in Minnesota, attended St. Olaf 

College and then Jan taught elementary school while I 

finished the seminary.  My first 8 years in ministry were 

in two parishes (Chippewa Fall, Wis, and Schaumburg, 

IL). And then I began what turned out to be a long tenure 

in Campus Ministry.  I served 11 years at Bemidji State 

University in Minn., and 13 years as the University Pastor 

at California Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks, 

CA.  I returned to a parish in San Marcos, CA for 5 and a 

half years and then we decided we had to retire while our 

grandkids were still young enough to think we were 

cool.  That was five years ago and we're very good at 

retirement. 

 We have two birth children......Chris, who is a 

teacher at an alternative school in Olympia, WA, and 

Molly, who is a pastor of the ELCA and also now lives in 

Olympia. With all four grandkids in one town, we find 

ourselves going back and forth between San Diego and 

Olympia, being not quite sure where we'll land 

permanently.  We also have a foster son, Jim who lives 

and works in Tucson, AZ. 

 It was an inquiry from Bishop Fink that led to this 

opportunity for me to provide pastoral coverage for you 

while Pastor Jeff is on sabbatical.  I am such an avid 

supporter of sabbaticals that I am happy to assist in 

making this time possible for Pastor Jeff and his family.  I 

met with Jeff and a small planning committee and it 

seems that this is such a vibrant and healthy congregation 

that I am excited to be with you for the time that is 

needed. 

  

Blessings to you all and I'll see you soon! 

  

Your partner in Ministry,  

Mark Knutson  
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Dear God, 
 

I resolve, to be generous with my time, talent and 

treasure, giving in proportion to the gifts I have been 

given. I commit myself to taking care of my body and 

all of creation. I know there will be times when I will 

fail to be a good steward, but I pledge to keep on 

trying. I will confidently live each day with a spirit of 

true peace and joy in knowing that I am doing your 

will.   Amen. 

 

You may have never thought of it this way, but as a 

child of God, and a member of His family, you are a 

gifted child. There is not only a gift that God has 

wrapped up for you; but, there is a gift that God has 

wrapped up in you. You may feel unworthy and 

ungifted, but you are gifted. God is the One who has 

given you the gift. You are the recipient of good gifts 

from a great Giver. 

 

If you are saved, you have not been saved to be good 

for nothing, but to be good for something. You have 

called to be a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet, 

every Christian has been saved to serve. Every 

Christian has received good gifts from a great Giver, 

and when used, those gifts keep on giving glory to 

the Giver of the gifts, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Thus, when it comes to "Me and My Christian Life," 

once I understand the importance of my relationship, 

my partnership, my membership, and my fellowship; 

I must then come to grips with my stewardship. 

Whenever we think of stewardship, we automatically 

think of it in terms of money. Of course, we know 

God expects us to be good stewards with the money 

He gives us, as well as the money we give Him.  

 

However, true stewardship is not limited to money, 

but involves ministry. True stewardship is not just 

concerned with dollars, but devotion; not gold, but 

gifts. We are a steward of everything God has given 

us. Alexander the Great once gave a beautiful and 

priceless golden cup to a lowly servant. When the 

servant saw the gift, he said, "Oh no, that's too much 

for me to receive. Alexander the Great replied, "It is 

not too much for me to give."  

Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together, running over, they 

will pour into your lap. For whatever measure you 

deal out to others, it will be dealt to you in return.  

 
Peace and Love to all. 
 

Todd Tunby, Stewardship Chairman 

FINANCIAL  NEWS ~ FEBRUARY  2010 

Average February Attendance:            224 people 

Average Weekly Offering:  $  8,540/wk 

Budget Requirement:              $  6,506/wk  
 

   Current Month         YTD  
Unrestricted Gifts:   $34,160     $253,453 

Budget:               $32,528     $260,223 
 

These are your gifts to the church through general 

envelopes and plate offerings; they are used for 

operating budget expenses. We are currently 2.6% 

below the Congregation approved budget. 
 

    Designated Gifts:     $ 1,348 
 

    Habitat for Humanity       $    498 

    World Hunger                   $    850 

 

Church Mortgage Balance:  $ 904,924*  

*monthly mortgage payment for the classroom  

building is paid from the school funds 

Thank You For Your StewardshipThank You For Your StewardshipThank You For Your Stewardship 

 

¶ Easter lily sales going well. 

¶ Easter cross decoration will be April 3.  Please 

contact Collette LaClair if you wish to help. 

¶ Our Saviorôs Church website should be updated 

soon. 

¶ Bill Brown, a Presbyterian Minister and 

nationally-known Old Testament scholar will be 

coming to Our Saviors to give a talk in October. 

 Details to follow. 

¶ Visitation group training going well.  There are 

9 volunteers.  They will soon be ready to do 

visitations to hospitals and homes. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted by Lola Davies,   

Congregation Council Secretary 

March 2010 

Highlights   
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Evangelismôs  

First Commandment 
 

Well, letôs see. Go get the unchurched, round them up, 

and herd them through the door.  Thatôs program, 

method, and goal. But it is not the first commandment, 

and  not a really good one by any lights. How about, 

ñYou shall have no other Gods, before Me.ò  Familiar?  

In a society of multi-culturalism, political correctness, 

and respectable,  false tolerance, this one doesnôt go 

over very well either.  But consider itôs liberating 

qualities. One God.  That means that you donôt have to 

worship many gods.  Bear with me. 

 

Count how many gods (of course they wouldnôt call 

them that), and sometimes in the name of God, the 

wise, well-meaning and powerful people  in 

contemporary social and political systems throw out 

there for us to worship: the state whose increasing 

good intentions beckons the true believer in its power 

to look to it for what we used to pray to God (big G) 

for: food, shelter, health, well-being, family nurture; 

the lesser gods of the cultural monitors whose norms of 

good behavior, social and political correctness 

regularly dispense guilt and release from guilt 

depending on what side of the issue du jour you come 

down on, from smoking to global warming; the divine 

smartocrats, people who know better than you how to 

run your life and nicer.  Of course, there are the garden 

variety gods, materialism, lust for power, myself as the 

center of the universe.  I could expand.  One God? 

 

Itôs time to get rid of the rest with small ñgôsò writ 

large.  Karl Barthôs famous saying holds true: ñWe 

think we are talking about God, when we are talking 

about ourselves at the top of our voices. ñ Believe me, 

I am not knocking what good gifts of God come to use 

from other people, including the experts, the state, the 

politics of it all, but none of it rates a big ñGò for 

anybody and we must and can resist giving any of it 

divine power or bowing down at its altars. Remember 

the Exodus story of the golden calf?  Gold, doubtless, 

was a good thing, necessary for starting a new life in 

Canaan,  until people sacrificed to it. 

 

One God before all others is liberating, and that truth 

stands at the beginning and is the foundation of all 

Good News and the speaking of it.  The one God loves 

people.  The one God sent his son Jesus.  The one God 

bore the cross.  The one God is the core of glad Easter.  

The one God calls us to serve our neighbor.   To be 

able to bear the liberating word of Jesus to others: 

ñSeek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, 

and all these things shall be yours as well..ò is to be 

able speak the word which unshackles the prisoner 

from the worship of false gods.  The first 

commandment liberates. It is truly understood and 

followed when it dawns on us that we first know the 

one God, because he has first known and called us. 

Without the one God to guide, we are lost.  With the 

one God, we are free to be.  Trust no substitutes.  

 

Herb Niermann,  

Evangelism Ministry 

Continued on page 5 

Your Giving Makes a Difference! 

The Story of Lutherans in Vladivostok. 
 

From Pastor Manfred Brockman: 
 

ñVladivostok, in English "Lord of the East", was 

founded in 1860 in part by Germans who were in 

Russian service and were governors, military leaders, 

scientists, artists, merchants and so on and whose 

influence was great before World War I. So it is that St. 

Paul's Lutheran Church is the oldest church in 

Vladivostok and whose congregation at one time 

numbered more than 4,000 members. 
 

After the Soviet Revolution this all came to an end and 

the last pastor, Woldemar Reichwold, my direct 

predecessor, was transported in 1935 and is most 

certainly one of our martyrs. St. Paul's was next a 

seaman's club, then a cinema and finally a museum of 

the Russian Pacific Fleet and when I arrived here in 

1992 it was surrounded by tanks and artillery. 
 

Yes, and how was it that I arrived here almost 18 years 

ago? I was on a sabbatical that I wanted to spend 

somewhere not at another university, but rather to live in 

a foreign country. I almost went to South Africa where a 

society was nearing the breaking point, but then Russia 

opened up. I had always been fascinated with this 

mysterious land, know and love Russian literature and 

had even learned some of the Russian language and as a 

passionate wanderer was interested in the northern 

lands, and was thus drawn to Russia. 
 

In May 1992 I arrived at the Synod of the Lutheran 

Church in Russia at Omsk in Siberia and from there was 

sent to Vladivostok in the Far East. 

 

My mission: to search for the Lutheran Church in 

Vladivostok and to find the Russian-Germans who at 

one time numbered about 800. I found the church 

immediately because it is in the city center. But to find  
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Continued from page 4 

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO TEACH????  
 

The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession 

in Slovakia is a companion church to the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America. Invited by the Slovak 

church, the ELCA sends 12-15 volunteer teachers to 

church-related high schools for one academic year. 

(In Slovakia, a college-preparatory high school is 

known as a lyceum or gymnasium.) Since the 

program began in 1991, more than 150 volunteers 

from the U.S. and Canada have served as teachers. 

 

Teaching English is the heart of the program but 

religion teachers and content subject teachers also 

may be needed. Volunteer teachers typically teach 20

-22 hours a week to classes of 12-18 students. The 

students come with some knowledge of English. 

Most graduates go on to universities in Slovakia or 

abroad.  

 

Teach English language and literature or other 

subjects in a rigorous academic program to students 

in 8th to 13th grades. The departments have curricula 

materials. Teachers follow a prepared syllabus or 

teacher notes in order to prepare the students for the 

Maturita (comprehensive graduating exam) at the 

end of their 5th year. Teachers need to be creative, 

flexible and prepared to assume heavy demands of 

time and energy. The schools provide a teachers 

stipend and housing. 

 

This is an exciting time to be teaching in Slovakia. 

The students are the first generation to be born since 

the fall of Communism in 1989. With the move 

toward a market economy and Slovakiaôs entrance 

into the European Union and NATO, the country 

faces new challenges and opportunities. People who 

can speak and write English are needed in all areas 

of  society. Volunteer teachers can help students 

develop language and other skills that will enable 

them to move ahead in their chosen careers and to 

serve their country. 

 

For more information about serving as a teacher or 

missionary abroad go to www.elca.org and look up 

Global Missions. 

the Russian-Germans was not so easy because they  

did not completely trust the peace promised by 

Perestroika. é..  ñ 
 

To read more from Pastor Brockman go to 

www.luthvostok.com.  The article is entitled:  ñWhat we 

need: People, Money and above all Faith.ò   The church 

in the Russian Far East struggles through these hard 

economic times and is blessed by our partnership with 

them.  
 

Your yearly gifts and tithes help the church in the 

Russian Far East proclaim the Gospel.  Our Saviorôs has 

been a faithful partner with the Russian Far East for 

nearly 7 years.  Currently we provide $3,500 to support 

this important work.   ñWell done, you good and faithful 

servant.ò  --Jesus.  

Seminarian Fund Update:   

Your Contributions Make a Difference! 
 
We thought youôd like to know how your donations to 

the Seminary Fund have born fruit this year:  Here is a 

brief update from Wes Menke, our current seminarian. 

 

ñSeminary has been a rewarding and challenging 

experience thus far!  Our family is so grateful for the 

help of the Seminarian Fund.  Last semester I took five 

classes: Introduction to the Hebrew Bible (Old 

Testament), Systematic Theology for Ministry, History 

of World Christianity, Vocational Discernment 1, and 

World Religions in Dialogue 1.  These classes have 

been of tremendous help already! I have put them into 

use for Sunday School, where we are studying the Old 

Testament, and Tuesday night Youth Group where we 

have been looking at World Religions. 

 

Currently this semester I am taking six classes: 

Introduction to the New Testament, Theology After 

Google, Teaching the Bible in Context, Christian 

Ethics, Vocational Discernment 2, and World 

Religions in Dialogue 2.  Taking such a large load of 

classes is a challenge, but I am certainly enjoying it 

too.  The class titled Theology After Google just had a 

national conference at the seminary by the same name 

that I was a part of.  I had the chance to meet and chat 

with theologians from all over the US about how the 

church and theology is challenged to adapt in a ñpost-

Googleò world.ò 

 

Please prayerfully consider a gift to the ñSeminarian 

Fundò here at OSLC.   By supporting quality 

candidates like Wes, we are doing our part to ensure 

the church is served by competent and faithful pastors 

for the next generation. 

 

Simply mark a check with the notation:  ñSeminarian 

Fund.ò Or stop by the church office for more 

information. 

http://www.luthvostok.com
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Avery Wilcox   4-4 

Christopher Baker  4-6 

Billie Buffington  4-7 

Emily Lawrence  4-7 

Jo Arons   4-8 

Michael Turner  4-8 

Jay Rayl   4-9 

Lola Davies   4-10 

Don Hansen   4-10 

Craig Townsend  4-10 

Eleanor Whalen  4-10 

George Ellis   4-11 

Matthew Merrill  4-11 

John Graef   4-12 

Sharon Guilliams  4-12 

Judi Klaske   4-12 

Marlene Fitzhugh  4-13 

Jackie Key   4-13 

Michelle Lawrence  4-14 

Helen Tsuma   4-14 

Matthew Garcia  4-15 

Julie Gladden   4-15 

Tyler Salwender  4-15 

Cassie Stewart   4-17 

Debbie Krogman  4-18 

Dane Hanson   4-19 

Trace Wilcox   4-19 

Nicholas Lindholm  4-22 

Emma Lorimer  4-22 

Sheri Schrofer   4-22 

Helen Crenshaw  4-23 

Greg Kalagian   4-24 

Christi Calvert   4-25 

Steven Hathaway  4-26 

Tom Cooper   4-27 

Val Streed   4-27 

Pastor Jeff   4-29 

Brooke Crowe   4-30 

Monica Merrill  4-30 

       ~ April Birthdays ~ 

Birthdays, Anniversaries & More 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

March 21, 2010 

 Hunter Michael Peasley 

Ashton Jacob Peasley 
 

We welcome Hunter and Ashton 

into Lordôs family and receive 

them as a fellow members of the 

body of Christ and pray that their 

light may always shine before 

others.        

 

Larry Key  
 

March 17, 2010 

 

We don't mourn 

as those without 

hope and we remember the 

promise of life, even life 

everlasting through our Lord 

Jesus Christ!  

Please keep Jackie and family in 

your thoughts and prayers 

A Memorial Service will be held at 

Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church  

Saturday, April 10 at 11:00am 

~ April Anniversaries ~ 

Jeff & Michele Young 4-7 

Daryl & Mahtty Kowalik 4-8 

Wilson & Mila Olbrich 4-9 

John & Linda Tully  4-11 

Sam & Jenn Olmstead  4-13 

Bob & Jennifer Berschauer 4-23 

Brad & Erin Crowe  4-26 

Alan & Lana Lundgren 4-28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If I missed your birthday, 

anniversary or have a wrong date 

please call or e-mail the  

church office at  ~ 492-6164 ~   

~ OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net  ~ 

Many thanks to Pastor Jeff and 

to all of you for your prayers, 

cards and get well wishes while I 

was hospitalized.. 
 

Sincerely, 

Jo Arons 


