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A few weeks ago CBS rolled out its latestour joy and must be faced, recognized, and

of fering in the fSur v towfessed forhatdtdanti-Chsise known as
iHeroes Vvs. Villains. o Thd seagod ofiLént istahtimé in thei chulich t
AAmazing Raceo it i s oye& wheh wé ke thisereality $esiously.V Lent) 0

that | occasionally follow. The premise of this simply means springtime and it is meant to be a
current installment of Survivor is to recall favorite time of spiritual nurture and growth. It is an
good guys (and gals) from the past and put therintentional time to focus on those habits which
up against the shows most beloved villains. It is aurture the hero within us while acknowledging the
story as old as time, good versus evil, virtuevillain that remains. It is an honest time of
versus vice and sure enough in the first episode feflection that should rekindle our efforts to live as
looked like a classic case of good overcomingChrist has called us, but also should send us running
evil. into the arms of Christ who ultimately is the only

But then a funny thing happens, you beginone who can save us as we trulydalmth sinner
to see that the | abel sandsdiitt on t he contestants
as absolute as one might like. There is plenty to The point: let us take seriously our call to
admire in the O6Vill ai ndsdpleshim theretishnething wreny with strvingad t
seem anything but. So in a strange way thi®e more of a hero, more of a saint! In the midst of
mindless television diversion is actually livingoutt hat struggle | et us tak:
one of the tenants of Lutheran Christiaditgl of | ove whi ch saves deven a
us are both Saints and Sinners, or Heroes arnshy, like you! Amen.
Villains at the same time. This is one of the great
paradoxes of being human each and every one ¢feace!
us has the ability to be both sinner and saint. ThiPastor Jeff
is why Luther insists that each and everyday we

must o6drownd the old|Ada s off
Baptism, that is each and every day see ourseljes >, Lgn-{;gn
in light of what Christ has done and calls us to bq. U4

There is one problem, we might dail ' \/ &mlenc{nr

return to Baptism (the promises of God given i
the sacrament) and drown the old Adam/Eve (ogr

sinful self) but the old Adam/Eve proves himself Wednesday Evenlngs at 6:45 pm
herself to be an exceptional swimmer

Selfishness, self serving, turning in on ourselveg, 1 February 24 1st Wednesday

using our neighbor for our own gain, refusing t

use our gi fts for t h sé”kMarCh3f Go ngWedn%sdayG 0s
worldd what we call siB although no longer 1 March 10 3rd Wednesday

able to keep us from God through the gift of Jesyds 9 March 17 4th Wednesday

Christ, still entices us to be less than we are megnt
and capable of being. While the victory is already i March 24 _ Sth Wednesday
won, like the diehard hold outs of a fallen regimd,Midweek Lenten Worship (Soup Supper at 6:00pm,

sin remains an ever present danger to rob us Jof 2kaloo as normal, Middle School Youth Grouy
come to worship then break out for program)




Year of Learning: region in 63 B.C.E. The Hasmoneans vigorously

Hanukah. Hasmoneans and Maccabees: extended their influence by capturing the region of

History A Christians should know!! Idum_ea to the south and_convertlng its |nhab|tant$ to
Judaism. Some Jews objected to the way the priests

In the second century B.C.E., Judea was governed BYE'® adr_ninistering temple life. They formed a separate
the Seleucid kings, who were based in Syria. ThefOmmunity at Qumran near the Dead Sea, where they
were among the successors of Alexander the GregPMpiled the library of Jewish texts known as the
and patrons of Greek culture. The wordP€2ad Sea Scrolls.

"cosmopolitan” describes this Greek approach to lifeAUTHOR: Craig R. Koester, Professor of New Testament, Luther
The term is based on Greek words meaning "worl@eminary

citizen." The idea is that a person's identity was not
determined by birth into a particular nationality, for
through education in Greek philosophy and adopting
Greek customs people could advance socially and
become citizens of the wider Greek world.

This cosmopolitan ideal clashed with the : _
conviction that the Jewish people were God's chosed Wwoul d i ke to open thi
people. The issue became clear in the context of thg’rayer:
gymnasium. Athletic training was common Generous God,
throughout the Greek world. But athletes trained and _ .
competed unclotheeand Greek men were not |give thanks to you for th(_a gifts you have given-me
circumcised. To participate in gymnastic life more MYy life, my family, my friends time, talents, and
fully, some Jewish men had their circumcisions Material possessionsAll that | have comes from
surgically reversed. The problem was that YOU- Help me to remember this and rejoice in your
circumcision was the sign of God's covenant with goodness. Amen.

Israel (Genesis 17:94). Therefore, traditional Jews . . _ .
insisted that those assimilating into Greek culture In real estate the key is "location, location, location;"
had abandoned Israel's covenant with God. in stewardship it's ‘"relationship, relationship,

The conflict became a crisis in the reign of relationship.”  Stewardship is all about our
the Seleucid king Antiochus IV, who reigned from relationship8 with money, self, our neighbor, God,
175164 B.C.E. He was known as "Epiphanes,” a and the rest of creation.
word suggesting a "manifestation” of divine power. . . o
Antiochus pressured Jewish people to abandon thei® steward is someone entrusted with responsibility

traditional ways. He forbade circumcision and turned for someone else’s "stuff. Thinking in stewardship
the Jerusalem temple into a temple to Zeus. mode reminds me that all | have and am does not

Antiochus's policies provoked a military ultimately belong to me, but to AnotheFor a time,

response from some Jews. The principal leader of thd M given responsibility to wisely manage what
revolt was a man named Judah, nicknamedP€longs to someone else.

"Maccabeus" or "the hammer." Accounts of the o ) )

conflict, known as the Maccabean revolt, appear in! had the privilege of meeting with the youth group

the books of Maccabees, which are part of theheaded by Wes the other night. Although | was there

Apocrypha. to talk to them about stewgrdshlp, | was |mpressgd
Judah Maccabee's troops captured the bY thg number of youth in attendance an_d their

Jerusalem temple in 164 B.C.E. They celebrated thecOmmitment they already had to stewardship. The

restoration of temple worship with a new festival future of the church looks very bright from what |

called "Dedication” or "Hanukkah." Fighting against oPbserved at the meeting. | am looking forward to

the Seleucids continued, but eventually the working more closely with them in the future.

Maccabees gained complete control of the region and

established an independent Jewish kingdom that”ace and Love to all.

would continue until the Romans conquered the Todd Tunby

Stewardship Chairman




] ] The Fifth Evangelist. music. So in ours. Unearthly in spiritual origin, and
Faith + Sharing = very down to earth in meaning. If you have heard the

E“AHEEI.ISM Telling the story is morethan musi ¢ fAJoyd or the unacco
words.  Unspeakable truth Br andenbur g Concertos, or
reaches the human heart in many ways. The movingod, 6 t hink of Bach. Happ

art work that Pastor Jeff flashes across the scre : - .
) ~ erb Niermann, Evangelism Ministr
during Sundayods ser mon %aulFlﬁlls ?L\e adyage t hat
Apictureo is worth a t h Quitetmtet—(eGeiCs Sl Ol °5.|y
el f

worth much more, even als FINANGAL NE\/\Fét~JRI\RﬁAR\0201@

words, individually, are worth more than many
thousands of others. | digress. The art is more than an

image: it is a motive experience that draws us into the Average January Attendance: 213 people
exercise of faith within the circumstances it depicts. Average Weekly Offering: $ 6,813/wk
Thus, | have come to love the Fifth Evangelist ~Budget Requirement: $ 6,506/wk
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Bach. He is a master Current Month YTD
artist whose lenten birthday on March 21, 1685 is a giftUnrestricted Gifts: ~ $34,064 $219,293
to the Church. He reaches beyond the Church, as gooBudget: $32,528 $227,695

evangelists always do to the world, though he is aThese are your gifts to the church through general
Lutheran, born in Eisenach, Germany, the same towrenyelopes and plate offerings; they are used for

translated the Bible into the understood language OfbelowAthe Con%regaetion approved budget.

ordinary peopl e, and that s a vahgel il sm story
another day. Bach spoke through music, through pesignated Gifts: $ 980

hymns sung as chorales by the congregation at Sunday pahitat for Humanity $ 493

worship, (He wrote a concerted cantata, more than two \yorid Hunger $ 487

hundred twenty still exist, over a five year period for

every Sunday of the Church year except lent when no Church Mortgage Balance: $ 908,513*

music was sung at St. Thomas church in Leipzig, *monthly mortgage payment for the classroom
where he was Cantor. ). i T he puilding i$ pai@ftord thees¢hébl fuads d  a i m

of music, he said, fAshoul d o THayk YBueFortybue Stevardshiy of Go
the recreation of the mind. Where these are not

kept...there can be no real music, only an inferng|
jingling and bel |l owi ng. { woul d not S |
because he was humble and unpretentious, was that February 2010
music is a pinnacle of proclamation of the Gospel. Highlights

was asked once what two pieces of music | woulg
choose, if all others were to be destroyed (God hel

us) . I r e p IMiner dMass, farigl ahe Ard of

the Fugue, because it i s|||TalPastorideaffesaidkthesFraaciscotAyata event
Spitta remarked that it exhibits in the most absolutg very successful. Over 300 people were
manner, and on the grandest scale, the deep a attendance.More such events will be plann
intimate feeling of its creator as a Christian and § for future dates.

member of the Church. .o ﬂT QdfoR/isualedBipmene Baks been ordefed |f
thoroughly into the chamber of his soul must use the K the Founderos Room.

-Mi nor Mass as key. 0 Tha LeGnotdenfotrhetnpee tvhoilsceye
music, and that we do not have to choose what to savg . :

The Spirit gives voice to song, and like Bach, our ow l.e. Samson & Qelllah and Jesus vs. .Satan.
musicians and artists (because they are), Karen, Boff] The revised website
Bob, Bob et al., produce music for each Sunda up and running by midlarch.

theme by theme, throughout the year, in concert. Sud
a voice witnesses the faith we share. We are edifie(
Strangers hear and understand the love of God. TheRespectfully submitted by Lola Davies,
soul is drawn to God. There is, Spitta went on to sa
something unearthly in t

Next council meeting will be April 13 @ 6:30pm




Birthdays, Anniversaries & More

~ March Birthdays ~

John Cloninger 31 Dalton MurphyLischalk 3-26
John Mulligan 31 Kate Vainoris 3-26 BAPTIZE“
Betsy Aasland 32 Art Young 3-26 - -
Marilynn Martin 32 Aaron Frohner 3-27
Rick Jensen 33 Piper Olmstead 3-27
Oma Riebau 33 Steven Schmall 3-28 :
Mitch Ritschel 33 Elizabeth Simon 3-28 in the name
Nicholas Balaban 34 Ryan Majkrzak 3-29 OF THE LORD
Tom Banks 35 Kincaid McClure 3-29
Elise Berschauer 3-5 Mark Lorimer 3-30 February 14, 2010
Ruth Martin 35 Betty Colby 331 Matthew Sean Merrill
Colton Overin 3-5 : : Kyle Robert Merrill
Priscilla Plail 3-5 ~ March Anniversaries ~
Jerry Cloninger 3-6 Rick & Nanette Jensen 33 Febrqary 21, 2010
Courtney Horvath 36 Brian & Lily Wakeman 3.3 Carrie Gail Reyes
\éerna Kubow 36 John & Kay Davidson 35 Nicholas Arthur Reyes

yle Merrill 36 .
Dane Olbrich 3-7 Art & Paige Young 58
Steve Scott 2g  Chris & Maureen Aitken 313 |We welcome Matthew, Kyld,
Jake Ritschel 39 Brent & Brandi Davies 321 |C arrie an d Nidhol
Daniel Young 39 Stan & Sheri Schrofer 3-22 |family and receive them as]a
Elke Kelly 3.12 fellow members of the body $f
Jolyon Olmstead 314 Christ and pray that their ligpt
Colby Lindholm 3-15 may always shine before others
Jason Brown 3-16
Kalani Fitzhugh 3-16
Jeff McClure 3-19
Brian Wakeman 3-19
Paul Skipper 3-20
Scott Cameron 3-22
Terrie Ayers 3-23
Bob Levesque 3-23
Tyler Hamil 3-24 _ -
Carol Hoffmeister 3-24 If I missed your birthday,
Kathryn Ramm 3-24 anniversary or have a wrong daje
Jill Baker 3.25 please call or enail the

| n Beren ) church office at ~ 4926164 ~
g:g,tﬁa Hea:zsesn 222 ~ OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net ~ Sunday, March 14th
Barbara Murphy 3-25
Ron Schmiedeke 3-25

Stay Currenteée

If you have a new address, telephone number or email please contact the church office at
(949) 4926164 or email at OSLCsec@sbcglobal.net with the changes so we can update our recoyds.




