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Our Saviorodods Lutheran Church
Ol nspired to Love, Encouraged

ANow you are the body of Christ, and each

This past Christmas | was given a copy ofour country occurs on Sunday mornings. Now part
the fAGreen Bible.o | tof this is a&impB/i tribal &socibldyy twheielsy likeo t
environmentally sound in how it is put togeter minded, like looking, like valued individuals tend to
soy ink, paper from recycling and well managedwant to stick together for reasons of safety and
forest® but it also uses green ink to highlight continuity of culturé understandable. My German
those parts of scripture that uniquely impact howancestors lived amongst other Germans when they
people of faith look at issues of stewardship,came to America, worked with other Germans,
especially in regar ds worshipddwith other \Germams ané mdrried othért
great Bible, NRSV translation and a niceGermand | myself have a mixed marriage,
conversation piece to boot! But what | want tomarrying into Norwegian culture!
share with you is the first paragraph of the But thereds something
foreword from Archbishop Desmond Tutu. He Jesus Christ that calls us to not only leave our
writes: longing for homogeneity behind us, but to see the

giftedness of the other. To understand that there is

il would not know howtruly a vahegy ofhgiftsn & rmultitutieo ol apfitugles,
think as a human being, how to walk as a humawhich are not meant to be a threat, but by design
being, how to talk or how to eat as a human beingall me into community and friendships with those
except by learning from other human beings. lwhose gifts differ from my own. Case and point: |
learn to be human by associating with othek now a certain retired p
human beings. We are thus, according to theommon name for plumbers). When | have a

Bi bl e, made for fami lpyumbi Wgorpa olnael® aftor h o me
community; webre made ffigrur eo @aitth etrhnee ssso | uwe forne
made for friendship. givatediretction, Imsudllg get orothe phone and dalha
delicate network of interdependence, for we ar& er t ain retired plumber a
made for complementarigot, 1 hhavesgiwhtas Y dun doht
have. And you have gifdassdrmabdl d?dondiaAnbdavtehe
we are made different so that we can know out onver sati on | donot fin
need of one another. And this is a fundamentaknowledge, but grateful that there are those who
| aw of our being. o know the ins and outs of such mysteries. Likewise,

| can only hope that | too might add something to
AWe are made di ff e higlifieton redetoccdsibng.t we can

know our need of one ano tWeeaontalways adred, welwonaamays look T |
sentence is absol ut el yattherworldinithe satne way, Hutene 6an beff dallare
often look at our differences not as an invitationto donuts that we can find in each other gifts,
to fellowship but as a way to start a fight! Weinsights and abilities that are much more likely to
live in a world that delights in polarization as aconnect u8 then tear us a part. | for one am
way that we can instantly decide whose for us angrateful for all of yod even where you and | might
whose against us! We have a tendency to do thigiffer, because our differences far from pulling us a
with religion, politics, race, and almost every part, reflect the wonder of community, or as Paul
other compartment of our lives. This is mostsays, being the body of Christ!
evident in the fact that the greatest segregation in

Peace!

Pastor Jeff



A Year of Learning Liturgical Moment:

Why don't we use Alleluias during Lent?

Because of the penitential character of the season|of
Lent, singing or saying the word "alleluia” has
historically been suspended during Lent's forty day
This period of individual and congregationall
reflection on the quality of our baptismal faith ang
life suggests that the joyful nature of alleluia is mor
appropriately reserved for our Easter celebratior]s .
when it is given full and jubilant voice. Our Theme: Lenten Survivor:
Heroes versus Villains, (Sinners and Saints)}

o

v

S C H E D U L E

The omission of alleluia during Lent goes back at
least to the fifth century in the western church. The  Ash Wednesday, February 17th at 7:00pm
custom of actually bidding it farewell, however,| Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion. (Thgre
developed in the Middle Ages. The hymn "Alleluia| are no Wednesday night programmatic activitieg on
song of gladness" contains a translation of an 11jh  Ash Wednesday, please come to worship).
century Latin text that compares an allelléas Lent

11%

to the exile of the Israelites in Babylon. The text theh Wednesday Evenings
anticipates the joy of Easter when glad alleluias wifl February 24, March 3, 10, 17, and 24 at 6:45pm
return in all their heavenly splendor. Midweek Lenten Worship (Soup Supper at 6:00pm,

akaloo as normal, Middle School Youth Groug
Along with a sung farewell to alleluia, some| come to worship then break out for program),
congregations have embraced the practice of
physically "burying" the alleluia. This may take the a vear of Learning Look at the Bible

form of actually placing a visual representation of

alleluia in a hole in the ground, or of hiding it away\\hat was the world like for the
after carrying it in procession around the church or_. ..

worship space. This ritual practice is espec:iaIIyFIrSt Christians?

delightful and meaningful for children.

In the second half of the first century,
Christians could be found across much of the Roman
Empire. The Roman devastation of Jerusalem in 70

ASH WEDNESDAY AND C.E. meant that the city lost some of its importance
OUR LENTEN JOURNEY in the life of the church. But by that time there were

Christian communities in many other cities of the

_ o Roman Empire. These included Antioch in Syria,
As early as the midourth century, Christians have Ephesus and other cities in Asia Minor (modern

observed a time of preparation before the Eastefyrkey), leading cities in Greece, as well as Rome in
celebration. The Lenten season begins on Askhe west.

Wednesday and lasts for 40 days (not counting Christians in a given area would usually meet
Sundays which are always little feasts of theyggether in the house of one of the members. This
resurrection). The forty days of Lent recall the 40meant that most congregations were small. There
day fast of Jesus in the wilderness after his baptisfyere sometimes several house churches in the same
(Matthew 4:2, Luke 4:2) and Moses' 40 day fast on city or region. There was no central form of
Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:28). It is a time of grganization. Christian leadership was developed at
simplicity and preparation. The principal themes Ofihe |ocal level. A common pattern was that

Lent are Penitence, Baptismal renewal, Prayefzongregations were led by groups of people called
Fasting and Good Works of Service. The color ofig|ders" who taught the faith and dealt with issues

the season is purple suggesting solemnity. facing the congregation.

Continued on page 3



Continued from page 2

One challenge facing the church was "We heard a big \
maintaining the integrity of the gospel message. Thedmble and people ',k
letters known as 1, 2, and 3 John refer to Christiangcreaming.The
who downplayed the importance of Jesus' humanit mble felt like it K
and advocated a more highly spiritualizedlasted forever, but it
understanding of the gospel. When others did noas only 45 I
adopt their version of the faith, they left the S€conds,” Hilltold %
community. In response, 1 John seeks to fostdhe ELCA News

community by stressing the importance of Jesusdervice. Hill and his companions be_gan searching
human life and death, which brings the love of God©r People."All of our people were fine." _
to people. Elsewhere, the letter of James seems to Hill was in Haiti leading a group of 11 seminary
address a distorted version of Paul's message. PaiHdents on a January term theology course
had argued that people entered a right relationshijoordinated by Abiding Hope Lutheran Church,
with God by faith, not by their works. Some Littleton, Colo. Hill is a pastor of the - '
apparently took this to mean that it was not importanfongregation.Abiding Hope provides immersion
to do good to the neighbor. In response, Jame@xPeriences in Haiti for intern and seminary students
stresses the importance of putting faith into action. attending the eight seminaries of the ELCA.

A second challenge was the conflict that The group arrived Jan. 11 in Pa .
arose with people outside the church. Christians wergfince. They spent their first evening at Wings of
regarded with suspicion by some. Christians of-nonHope, an orphanage for special needs childidre
Jewish background no longer celebrated the festivaf3ext day they traveled to Jacmel, where the group
of the traditional Greek and Roman deities andsPent the day visiting the Trinity House, an
formed their own distinctive faith communities. First ©rPhanage for boys and school for the poor in
Peter tells of local harassment of ChristiansJacmel, and Pazapa, another school. .
Revelation also describes situations in which local After the visits, "we went back to our hotel in
Christians were denounced by outsiders. In someaacmel and sat at the bar with our Haitian friends,
cases Christians were taken before the Romal@lking politics. Then some of us went for a walk in
authorities and questioned. They could facdhe streets a block from the Bay of Jacmel, looking at
imprisonment or death if they seemed intractable ifiaitian artin the many shops and galleries, when the
their beliefs. In the first century, however, €arthquake hit," said Hill.

persecution was usually local, not a widespread We ran up the hill to the square after the
campaign against the church. earthquake, because water from the bay started

_ . coming up the streef(At) the square, the majority of
AUTHOR: Matt Skinner, Associate Professor of Newy group watched people die," Hill said.
Testament Craig R. Koester, Professor of New  “pegple who were wounded were being carried on
Testament Luther Seminary. doors. Our students watched people die right in front
of them. It was terrible, absolutely horrible," he said.
ELCA N%WZSOTOERVICE "l had gone back at the hotel at that time,
anuary6, retrieving the rest of the group and digging out

ELCA Pastor Says Hope and Faith Alexandra, the hotel cook. Our hotel was La Florita,
Overshadowed Death in Haiti and it had collapsed,” said Hill.
10-33-MRC The group returned to the Trinity House for

shelter."When we got there the boys were outside

CHICAGO (ELCA)- The Rev. Douglas A. Hill, a  Singing, How Great Thou Art'in Creol&Ve joined
pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in them, singing in English,” Hill said:We stayed
America (ELCA), was walking in the town of there a short while when someone brought word that

Jacmel, Haiti, when the earthquake struck the there was a risk of a tsunami, so we went to the
Caribbean nation Jan. 1®nly 10 kilometers from Jacmel airport.There we became refugees with the

the quake's epicenter, Hill suddenly found himself Haitian people and lived on peanut butter, bread and

surrounded by death and ruin. then bananas.
Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

"The Haitians took care of us," said HillThey
are beautiful peopleThey welcomed us as brothers
and sisterslin the refugee area, we slept and lived
with the Haitian people for two day¥Ve didn't
provide care for anyone, they provided care for us
there,"” he said.

Two days later United Nations officials moved
Hill and his group to a hotel in JacmélWe ran out
of food and water theré/Ve had Haitian friends that
brought us food, and we shared what we had with
hotel staff," said Hill.

"On Saturday morning (Jan. 16), our Haitian
friends got us two fishing boat§Ve rode these to
the border of Haiti and the Dominican Republit
one point on the boat trip we ran out of gas,
marooned for about an hour and a half before help
came," Hill said.

Once ashore the group spent the night at the
border. In the morning they walked across the
border and took a fivhour bus ride, passing through
various military check points.

"The border was heavily guarded, since the
Dominican Republic feared that Haitians would
storm (across) the border," said Hildnce they
arrived in Santa Domingo, they made flight
arrangements to return hom&ome of our group
flew out on Monday, and the rest went home on
Tuesday," he said.

"Our ordeal was one thing, but | don't want to
draw attention to us," Hill told the ELCA News
Service. "The focal point here is the hope, peace,
faith and the pursuit of life around us that
overshadowed the death and destruction we saw."

"We encountered friendliness and kindness from
everyone we metHaitians are strong people, full of
hope," said Hill."I am incredibly humbled by the
depth and strength of the people in Haiti."

Hill said he hopes the seminary students on the
trip will view their experiences as the "Kingdom of
God being revealedYou can't teach the kingdom, it
has to be revealed."

"We went to Haiti to walk with our Haitian
brothers and sisters, and we are changed from the
experience.ln Haiti you see God being present with
people,” said Hill."l look at my experience through
the lens of (Christ's) Resurrectiomhe Haitians are
not dwelling on the devastatiohey're dwelling on
the new life that will come out of this," he said.

Faith + Sharing

EVANGELISM

Coming Lent

If you need a reharge, the season of Lent is the
time to soak it up, like the earth does the rains this
time of year. Coming from an old German tradition,
as a child | was taught the ancient Latin names for

the Sundays of Lent: Invocavit, Reminiscere,
Ocul i , Laetar e, Judi ca,
Ordnung l erne Jesus Pas:

recharges to this day. Ps. 91 for Invocavit: He is my
Refuge; Ps. 25 for Reminiscere: Remember, me O
Lord, according to your steadfast love; Oculi: Ps
25: My eyes are ever toward the Lord; Laetare: Ps
122: Rejoice Jerusalem, for | was glad when they
said ALet us go to the ha
43: Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause.
The old names are chocked full of Lent energy; they
focus i n cumul ative stre
presence and the power of his rescue in every
trouble. You need that before you can talk about it.
You walk the weeks of Lent amid all cares,
discovering from Ash Wednesday to Good Friday,
that you walk the road Jesus walked before you.
Jesus sent his followers out two by two in every
village to speak the Good News; he also took them
aside to pray, to reharge. For people who want to
speak about their faith and draw others toward the
Jesus of Lent, we can do no better these next weeks
in Lent than recharge.

Herb Niermann,
Evangelism Ministry

Haiti Relief

Thank you everyone who has contributed to
the Haiti relief effort. Just an update qn
Sunday we receivedb3,385.82 that will b
sent on to ELCA Disaster Relie1t00%
going to make a difference on the groun
Haiti.

in




the whole gospel to the whole of the world, and
to the whole of every person.

1 Christian Stewardship can become a way of life,
and lead to a meaningful personal relationship
with God and the Holy Spirit.

1 Christian Stewardship has got nothing to do with

Dear Brothers and Si st er schamde. Quis dbauv icertairiys ,faith and

: . faithf : - :
:Ders\é)vn(;IuStlevsardéhin IF(’reelyer:t oostart f :]T | éachqwgﬁ(}ay S 3 g"JP ﬁo\.%SG.IOde éné also an'
opportunity for further service in the name of
Dear Lord, All that | am, all | can be, all that | have, Jesus Christ.
all that is me, accept and use Lord, as you wouldi A Christian Steward fulfills his or her
choose Lord, right now today! Take every passion, responsibilities as Gediven tasks, in a joyful
every skill, take all my dreams and bend them to your response to Christ as Savior and Lord.

wi || . May al |l | give Lord, for you 1611 l i ve Lor
what may. Amen Stewardship isndét mainly

_ more about opening our |
What the Bible says about Knowledge: why stewardship and growth go together.

"My son, if you accept My words and store up My

commands within you, turning your ear to wisdomchyistian Stewardship is a way of life in which we
and applying your heart to understanding, and if yoyegard ourselves and our possessions as a trust from

call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding.God to be used in His service, for what He has done
and if you look for it as for silver and search for it asfor s in Jesus Christ.

for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear
of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. For theThis means that we are stewards of everything God
Lord gives wisdom, and from His mouth comepgg given us:
knowledge and understanding.Proverbs 2:16 .
1 ourtime
"Whom will he teach knowledge? And whom will he T our abilities
make to understand the message? For precept mist OUr POSSESSIONS
be upon precept, precept upon precept, line upoh Our money
line, line upon line, here a little, there a little." Isaiah our whole lives

28:9,10 _ ,
The first qgquestion to asfk

Over the centuries many books have been writent@ €€d t o gi ve?o ti ut ; n

give an explanation for some of the words of Jesus ' € f l ecti on of Godds Il ove

Today many people are still confused about man§50 d?o

aspects of Christianity. Therefore the simple

Christian Stewardship principles of giving a May God bless each and every one of you!!!!!
generous measure of our time, talents and money tf,qd Tunby

God to be used in the name of Jesus Christ for th§tewardship Chairman

benefit of humanity, has great appeal to all right

S = ;
thinking followers of Jesus. - n&?ﬁ?ﬁwm . A resounding Than
kst | NRS! TANK Sy

. g me®  You, Thank You, Than
Soe MAN\%“W You to all who gave sp
1 God has put enough money in the pockets ¢ W:I'HAN KS! uy, g€NErously to the requgst

Christians to do everything he expects of them. e v fOr - additional  funds  tp
.. . . THANKS) Treanks W

1 When giving to God, we are just taking ouf meet the Cpngl
hands off what belongs to him. operating expenses. As of DecembeY, 3te havg

1 Stewardship involves the whole Church takingturned a corner and are now operating in the bla

A A

CJ)
~

Your faithful stewardship is greatly appreciated.
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Birthdays &

Anniversaries

~ February Birthdays ~

CONGRATULATIONS

% TO THE BAUER FAMILY

{ Steven Paul Bauer
arrived December 31, 2009. This
precious bundle of joy weighed in at 6
pounds 2 ounces and 19 1/2 inches long.
Eric, Erica, Clayton and baby Steven
are all doing fine.

SN e

Our Saviordos wel come
in membership Sunday, January 10, 2010

Chris & Maureen Aitken
Tyler, Jack, Shane & Annalise

Dalton & Adriann Cardoso
Andrew, Nicholas & Chase

David & Lisa Copenhaver
Haley

Mimi & Thomas* Eads
Don & Marla Lund

Scott & Priscilla Plail
Tristen

Pete & Erin Vainoris
Kate & Avery

* Friend of the congregation

Would You
Visit the Sick or Lonely?

Martha Lorimer 2-1
lan Ayers 2-3
Tristen Plail 2-3
Julia Schrofer 2-4
Don Clinebell 2-5
Eric Baker 2-6
Grace Buchan 2-6
Brennan Clinebell 2-6
Kelly Frohner 2-6
Bonnie Little 2-6
Emily Ellis 2-7
Susan Ritschel 2-7
Heidi Works 2-7
Tracy Kruse 2-8
Hannah Lawrence 2-8
Dax Hanson 2-9
Joel Hoffmeister 2-9
Charla Rayl 29
Betty Prebihalo 2-10
Kay Wilson 2-12
Brent Davies 2-15
Shane Aitken 2-17
Samantha Bourgeois 2-17
Reaghan Mulligan 2-18
Dennis Davies 2-19
Mamie Lorimer 2-19
Jennifer Berschauer 2-20
Maddie Gabira 2-20
Lisa Copenhaver 2-22
Elizabeth Schmall 2-22
Kay Davidson 2-23
Shane Hansen 2-23
Joan Cooper 2-24
Kelly Howie 2-24
Guid Sissell 2-24
Trisha Marzolo 2-25
Rebecca Menke 2-25
Lisa Ellis 2-26
Nathan Tully 2-28
~ February Anniversaries ~
Chris & Debbie Garcia 2-2
Pat & MOLiIiz Kell y4
Marty & Claudine Shira 2-10
Dennis & Heidi Works 2-19
Casey & Kathy Berens 2-20
Jim & Elsa Keisker 2-22

month

Are you a caring person who

woul dnodt mi nd

little time once or twice a
visiting others? Does your heart go out for

those who need a little bit of encouragement in the
midst of illness, grief or life transitions? Perhaps
God through the Holy Spirit is calling you to be one

of

our new fACaring Visit

go through a 4 week training program with Pastor
Jeff. After successfully completing the training our

nCa
of

torso wild/ b
or 6 s t hat Wi

ring Visi
Our Savi

relationships and our ability to care for one another

as Christ has called us to do.

Jeff or

Please contact Pastor
sign up in the Narthex to join this group.
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